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The 2012 Wilfrid Laurier University Students’ Union (WLUSU) Election Campaign Period is 
underway! In our Early Bird Poll, we hope to capture some of the early trends that will develop through 
the campaign. We surveyed 448 undergraduate students in-person at sixteen locations across Laurier’s 
Waterloo and Brantford campuses. Jenny Solda leads the presidential race by four percentage points 
over Michael Onabolu. Zahra Sultani and Nolan Kreis both trail at 5% each. Yet the most significant trend 
on vote intention is the 64% of students who indicated that they may vote, but remain undecided. 

 
With limited exposure to party platforms, Golden Hawks appear to be divided in their issue 

priorities. In the first two days of the campaign, no issue passed 10% of popular support. WLUSU 
spending, study space and the cost of education take the top three spots on students’ agendas. Campus 
look and construction is also a clear contender, as is to be expected given the amount of projects 
undertaken on campus over the past few years. Most interestingly, the Dining Hall appears distinctly 
ahead of other food-related concerns. 
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Vote Intention 
 
 The table below details vote intention breakdowns by gender, year and faculty. The ‘overall’ 
number of cases is determined by the average number of cases from Gender and Faculty (see our 
methodology for more information on weighting). In general, it is worth noting that these segments 
have a larger margin of error and may not be statistically significant. 
 
 Gender. Although there appears to be an equal number of undecided voters between males and 
females (65% per group), those who have committed to a candidate provide some explanatory value. In 
particular, Sultani, Solda and Kreis appear to have a relatively even portion of the male and female vote, 
but Onabolu has a generally lower proportion of the female vote. 
 

 
 
 Year of Study. In general, this measure breaks up the data into too many categories to produce 
any substantial findings. Onabolu appears to have the greatest share of the Fourth-Year vote, but this 
demographic also has a higher proportion of undecided voters. Solda’s early lead appears to be well- 
distributed across each year of study, giving her a broader base of voters to draw on. 
 

Faculty. Less Brantford students are decided in their vote than any other faculty, trailing by 10 
percentage points. This is unsurprising, as Brantford experienced only limited election related activity in 
its first two days of the campaign. 
Solda has taken a modest lead over 
Onabolu in Arts and Science, while 
the two are head-to-head in Business. 
It is no surprise that Kreis’ biggest 
advantage is at Brantford, where he 
takes 23% of the vote. Lastly, Sultani’s 
greatest edge appears to be in 
Science, where she matches Onabolu 
in popularity. 
 
 
 

So to recap, the candidates are:  [RANDOMIZE ORDER EVERY TIME] . Which candidate do you think you will vote for?

Male Female
First 

(2011)

Second 

(2010)

Third 

(2009)

Fourth 

(2008)

Fifth (2007 

or Earlier)
Arts Business Science Music Brantford

5% 4% 6% 5% 3% 11% 2% 0% 4% 4% 11% 13% 2%

(17) (5) (11) (6) (3) (8) (1) (0) (6) (3) (7) (1) (1)

11% 14% 9% 14% 7% 9% 21% 25% 15% 18% 11% 13% 0%

(38) (17) (17) (17) (7) (7) (9) (2) (20) (14) (7) (1) (0)

15% 14% 16% 16% 20% 16% 12% 0% 19% 18% 18% 16% 2%

(51) (17) (30) (20) (19) (12) (5) (0) (26) (14) (12) (1) (1)

5% 4% 5% 4% 6% 5% 0% 0% 1% 0% 5% 13% 23%

(15) (5) (10) (5) (6) (4) (0) (0) (1) (0) (3) (1) (12)

63% 65% 65% 61% 63% 59% 65% 75% 62% 59% 55% 49% 72%

(206) (82) (124) (74) (60) (44) (28) (6) (86) (46) (35) (4) (36)

Column Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Sample Size (343) (125) (193) (122) (95) (75) (43) (8) (143) (71) (65) (15) (43)

Total (Weighted) (328) (127) (191) (139) (78) (63) (8) (50)

Faculty

Zahra Sultani

Michael Onabolu

Jenny Solda

Nolan Kreis

***No Weight Appl ied***

Overall
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Voter Confidence 
 
 This question measures the degree to which respondents believe their candidate will win. It 
offers a clear middle ground for respondents with “somewhat confident,” allowing for a measure of 
more extreme emotions under “don’t know,” “not very confident” and “very confident.” Using this 
analysis, Sultani’s supporters are the least confident, with 26% of them doubting or unsure about her 
capacity to win the election. Kreis and Onabolu’s supporters are in a similar position, at 21% and 19% 
respectively. Solda’s supporters are by and large confident with their candidate, with only 9% doubting 
or unsure about her.  

On the positive end, Solda, Sultani and Onabolu all manage to surpass their unconfident 
supporters with more confident ones. When subtracting the ‘negatives’ (not very confident or don’t 
know) from the ‘positives’ (very confident), Solda has a 32 percentage point surplus. Onabolu trails by 
21 percentage 
points (with a 
surplus of 11), 
and Sultani by 
27 (with a 
surplus of 5). 
Kreis has a 
deficit of 7.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candidate Buzz 
 
 Candidate buzz measures candidate awareness among voters and non-voters. Each respondent 
was asked if they knew the names of any candidates running for president. Our measure sums up the 
total mentions of any candidate (in other words, the same respondent could be measured up to four 
times.) 
 Overall, the data suggests that Solda and Onabolu are  
dominating the election coverage. There is an 18 percentage  
point difference between Onabolu, the second most known 
candidate and Sultani, the third.  Seven respondents knew  
all four candidates (1.6%) and 295 (65.8%) did not know  
any candidates. 
 
 
 
      
  

Question wording: would you say you are very confident, somewhat confident, 
or not very confident that [candidate voting for] will win the election? 

 

Question wording: do you happen to know the 

names of any candidates running for president? 

(n=236) 



 

Early Bird Poll: January 19th and 20th   4 

Issues 

Question wording: which issue would you say matters most to you in this election? 

 
The graphic above notes issues prioritized by both voters and non-voters. Respondents were 

asked to indicate what they feel is the single most important issue to them in the election. The issue 

mentioned most was Spending/Budget (33 responses), followed by Study Space and Cost of Education 

(27 mentions). These findings are largely unsurprising, given that they are common concerns for 

students by gender, year of study and faculty. Campus Look and Construction (23 responses) is also 

fairly straightforward, given the amount of changes undergone on both the Waterloo and Brantford 

campuses over the last few years.  

The next two most popular issues are less intuitive. First, Athletics (19 responses) makes a clear 

mark. This is likely related to crowding at the gym. Second, issues around the Dining Hall are distinctively 

larger than any other mention of food (18 responses). This leads other mentions of food, including 

General Mentions (12 responses), Food Selection (9 responses), the Terrace (4 responses), Wilf’s (3 

responses) and Food Prices (3 responses). Of the 18 total Dining Hall mentions, 12 came from First-Year 

students. This suggests that the high number of concerns may be more reflective of their high 

dependence on the Dining Hall than any substantial dissatisfaction, as students generally spend the 

Prime portion of their meal plan here. Of all mentions of food-related issues, 48% (26 of 54) mentions of 

food came from First-Year students. 

 



 

Early Bird Poll: January 19th and 20th   5 

Methodology 
 
This survey was conducted between January 19th and 20th, 2012. 448 respondents were interviewed in-
person at sixteen locations across Laurier Waterloo and Laurier Brantford. Respondents were selected at 
random by interviewers. The margin of error is +/- 4.6 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. As this 
sample is broken up, this margin of error increases. Statistics presented have been lightly weighted by 
gender and faculty to ensure that the sample resembles the population, according to school enrolment 
data (70% value) and voter data from last year’s election (30% value). 
 
 
About Laurier Student Poll 
 
Laurier Student Poll, a subsidiary of Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications (WLUSP), is a market 
research group focusing on student public opinion and consumer behaviour at Laurier. Founded in late 
2011, the study of the presidential election is our first ever. We survey students using in-person 
interviews with questions customized to client needs. Using studies of approximately 300 to 600 
respondents, we publish official findings reports for stakeholders and release additional analyses online. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Any questions or comments can be directed to laurierstudentpoll@wlusp.com 
 
Best, 
 
Darcy O’Shaughnessy 
Founder & Director 
Laurier Student Poll 
  

mailto:laurierstudentpoll@wlusp.com
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Spending/Budget 10% (33)

Study Space 8% (27)

Cost of Education 8% (27)

Campus Look & Construction 7% (23)

Athletics 6% (19)

Dining Hall 5% (18)

Internet/Wireless 5% (16)

Food (General) 3% (12)

Outreach/Ownership Linkage 3% (12)

Environment/Sustainability 3% (9)

Food Selection 3% (9)

Campus Parking 3% (9)

Safety 2% (8)

Teaching/Class Related 2% (8)

Diversity/Sense of Community/School Spirit 2% (7)

WLUSU Restructure 2% (7)

Program Funding/Higher Quality Education 2% (7)

Improve Programming/Events 2% (6)

Nothing 2% (6)

Orientation Week 1% (5)

Mental Health Awareness 1% (5)

Terrace 1% (4)

Transparency/Accountability 1% (4)

WLUSU Engagement 1% (4)

Club Engagement 1% (4)

Trust 1% (3)

Wilf's 1% (3)

Food Prices 1% (3)

WLUSU General 1% (3)

Student Services 1% (3)

Past Experience of Candidate 1% (2)

Turret 1% (2)

Bookstore 1% (2)

Residence 1% (2)

Platforms 1% (2)

Class Sizes 1% (2)

Fall Reading Week 1% (2)

Status-Quo 1% (2)

Arts Funding 1% (2)

Technology/Computers 0% (1)

No Campus Pub/Bar (Brantford) 0% (1)

Cancellation/Alteration of STARR 0% (1)

Concourse 0% (1)

Music Building Study Space 0% (1)

Leadership of Candidates 0% (1)

Advertising on Campus 0% (1)

Adjusting WLUSU Power 0% (1)

Health 0% (1)

24 Lounge 0% (1)

Accessible Learning 0% (1)

Annoyed/Bothered 0% (1)

Brantford Representation 0% (1)

Multi-Campus Governance 0% (1)

WLUSU Fees 0% (1)

LORIS 0% (1)

President Competency 0% (1)

No Cafeteria (Brantford Only) 0% (1)

No New Ideas 0% (1)

New Brantford Gym 0% (1)

Smoking Laws 0% (1)

Don't Know 29% (100)

Refused 1% (5)

Total MentionsFull List of Issues  
 
 


